Disneyland Paris Tips
Hotel tips

· We find it easier to use the ‘EasyPass’ to pay for everything, when you check in you say you want to be able to charge to your room, they will pre-authorise your credit/debit card and give you a card so all your purchases/meals in the parks/hotels/Disney Village (apart from Rainforest Cafe/King Ludwigs or Planet Hollywood which aren’t owned by Disney) can be charged to your room and you just settle up on your last day (the card can be used until 12noon on the day you check out and if you have used Express Checkout they will just charge the final balance to your pre-authorised card later that day).

· There are no hairdryers in the rooms, you can borrow one from reception for a €25 deposit but if you have space in your luggage take your own

· There are no tea/coffee facilities in the room automatically, but again you can borrow a kettle from reception for a €25 deposit (unless the person in your room didn’t return theirs, we were lucky last time and there was still a kettle in the room from the previous guests).  We either borrow mugs from the breakfast room or buy mugs from the shops, we take our own tea/coffee (they sell packs of it but very expensive for what it is) and we buy small cartons of milk from the hotel shop or a shop in the train station.
**This might have changed, when we stayed in the Cheyenne in March there was a kettle in every room, the base was screwed down so they couldn’t be removed, so must be a permanent feature, but I can’t guarantee this is the case at the Santa Fe
· Breakfast in the Cheyenne/Santa Fe gets very busy and can be a bit of a rugby scrum (, definitely try to be at breakfast before 8am and if possible before 7:30am if eating at the hotel.  When you check in you will be asked what times you want breakfast, you will be given cards with times on, don’t worry if you are early or late, there are 2 queues for breakfast, 1 for people who have arrived at their allotted time and one for people who are early/late, you will just be allowed through a little slower if you don’t go at your allotted time.

· When you check in it might be worth asking if you can have breakfast in the park, they will tell you which days this is available.  It is normally in the Plaza Gardens restaurant but sometimes in the Bella Notte or the Chalets De La Marionette.  The food is the slightly better than at the hotel (equivalent to SL/NPBC buffet breakfast), but some people prefer to get into the park early and get on a few rides while it is quiet, then go for breakfast about 9:30am ish as the park opens.  This worked really well for us, EMH gets busy from about 9am onwards with AP holders coming in from Paris (specially over the weekend), so get the best from EMH then go have brekkie.

· We also like the breakfast in Inventions at the Disneyland Hotel (the big pink one over the park entrance), this is not a character breakfast, though there are characters outside, but the food is lovely and cheaper than the Cafe Mickey breakfast.  We just tell them we are not in a Disney hotel, they take us to pay and then seat us.  It is open until 11am so we have used it a brunch.
· We strongly recommend setting the phone alarm in the hotel room and let the children answer it, it is Mickey on the phone and it certainly helps Archie to get up and ready to go to the parks!  Wish we could do this at home.

· There are shuttle buses to take you to/from the Cheyenne/Santa Fe to the parks, but they really don’t save you much time (they can get very busy and stressful squeezing on them, specially after park close when everyone is trying to get on at the same time).  It is a lovely 15min walk from the Cheyenne to the parks along the riverside and through the Village so we strongly recommend walking.  Also, if you get on the shuttle bus, it drops you off next to the train station and you go through the big bag check with the rest of the public/offsite guests, however, if you walk you go through the smaller+quicker bag check for onsite hotel guests only near Cafe Mickey in the village, so this saves time too.  **As a couple the buses might not be too bad, but they do get very busy, we just find it too stressful with kids and the walk is a nice start to the day, but if it’s raining and we didn’t have the kids I’d be tempted to try the bus.
Dining Tips

· The restaurants can get very busy now, specially in school holidays and also as a lot of people get free dining with their booking (special offer) so we strongly recommend booking your table service restaurants in advance for table service/buffets.  The only restaurant you can’t book in advance is Annette’s in the village, which we like due to rollerskating waiters and dancing on tables etc so lots of fun.  Annette’s gets very busy at park closing so if you want to eat there make sure you are out of the park before closing time to beat the rush.
· Pay for counter service meals etc separately as for each receipt you get, you get one free drink voucher for use that day at any counter service restaurant between 3pm and 6pm
· For the first time last trip we went to Inventions for cocktails one evening, they were lush and although mighty expensive, as a treat we felt it was worth it and it’s a must do for future trips.
We also went into the bar at the Cheyenne but decided not to stay, although the themed decor looks great, at night it had a horrid atmosphere and we didn’t feel we could enjoy a drink there. No idea what the bar is like at the Santa Fe, but if you want to go for a drink I’d recommend the bars in the village or other hotels en route – if it’s cold outside the bar at the Sequoia Lodge is lovely with a huge real fire in the middle of the bar/lounge area.
· Our favourite table service restaurants are:

· Blue Lagoon in Adventureland, pirate themed and great food for adults and kids

· Agrabah, our favourite, amazing theming, great food and good value, it’s mainly Moroccan/Turkish/Greek type food, tagines/couscous/kebabs/chicken drumsticks etc and not a hotdog in sight (
· Walts, slightly more grown up but still kid friendly, if you can get a window seat at parade time then nice to watch the parade as you are level with the characters on the floats (it’s upstairs above the shops on Main St).  Always good food here (I am not sure if it’s open for parade time at the moment though ( )
· Restaurant Des Stars in the Studios, Remy comes round every 30mins and good buffet and good value – only open at lunchtime

· La Grange in the Village, upstairs from Billy Bobs. Great buffet and good value

· Cafe Mickey – this is the main character meal, to be honest we prefer Inventions which is more expensive as we find the service has not been great in Cafe Mickey however, for the kids the character interaction is great and the food is ok.  A lot of people make it cheaper by sharing a pizza, they are happy for you to do this, you don’t all have to have a full meal.

· Earl of Sandwich – not a table service but good value, good quality counter service food.

· For counter service in the Studios, Backlot Express is better than Restaurant Des Coulisses

· Counter service to avoid: Caseys, expensive and not great unless the kids really have to have hotdogs. Hyperion, ok for coffee and snack but the meals here aren’t great.

Park Tips

· They start letting the public into Main Street about 9:30am but they can’t get onto the rides until 10am, as you are staying in a Disney hotel you can get in from 8am using Extra Magic Hours – we recommend doing this if you can, we are always in before 9am.

· Dumbo – gets a ridiculously long queue for what it is, we always ride this first thing during Extra Magic Hours as it can even be busy after 9am. Orbitron is similar, but similar type of ride (slow loading)
· Use Fastpasses whenever possible, but be warned that FPs for Peter Pan can run out early in the day if the park is busy.
· Fantasyland closes about 90mins before park close now to prepare for the Dreams show
· If the park is advertised to close at 8pm, you can still join a queue for a ride until 8pm, the ride stays open until everyone in the queue has ridden.

· Crushes Coaster in the Studios is a brilliant ride, but you can’t Fastpass it and it is very popular, we recommend either being at the Studios gate as it opens by 9:30am and then run straight to Crush or join the queue at park close (6pm for the Studios) as a lot of people don’t realise they can still join the queue and it gets a little quieter.
· A hidden gem in Walt Disney Studios park is the illustration lesson in the Art of Animation building. You don’t have to go through the attraction to get to it, you can access it through the Art of Animation shop (or the doors next to it).  We have learned to draw Mickey, Winnie the Pooh & Donald, anyone can join in, ask a CM for times that an Illustrator will be there doing the lessons and be there ready to grab a desk.  Also, if you ask at the start of the lesson you can get a signed copy of the picture the illustrator does, we have a few signed copies ourselves.
· Use the Babyswitch system to save time on rides where the younger ones can’t/don’t want to ride.

· Closed Rides

· Check schedule nearer time
Miscellaneous Tips

· Dreams is absolutely amazing and a must do, plan to see it early in week so can see it 2nd time. We found we noticed more the 2nd time we saw it. Starts just after 8pm every night, lasts 20mins20seconds

· If you think you are going to want to buy several photos, then go to the Kodak shop your first day and buy a book of 5 photo coupons for €35, otherwise photos are about €12 each!  The coupons can be exchanged for ride photos, or photos taken by Disney photographers with characters in the parks or at your hotel, or in the photo studios (special effects pictures)***ignore this, needs to be updated to reflect recent changes with photos – I will do more research
· Another way to Characters, go to the Disneyland Hotel main reception area Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun about 4pm (check the times with City Hall or hotel concierge), the characters dance and come down the main staircase then dance with the kids and have photos/autographs – this is free, to get an idea look on YouTube.com for ‘Disneyland hotel character descend the stairs’, there are a minimum of 4 characters but sometimes up to 12.
· Also, if you are in the parks for EMH you will miss the characters in your Disney hotel, but you can do EMH and then nip into the DLH and see the characters outside the breakfast room there, and then go back into the parks, doesn’t eat so much into your day.
